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Remembering Roy Goldring and Stan Hamilton
September 4, 2007, was a sad
day in the world of Scottish
Country Dancing. On that day we
lost two of the leading figures of
our favorite pastime, Roy Goldring
and Stan Hamilton.
Known
throughout the world as a devisor
of dances and a master of music,
these men knew how to make your
feet fly, your heart race, your lips
part in a smile, and fill your soul
with all the joy that is Scottish
Country dancing. They will be
sorely missed; their wonderful
contributions to the world of
S c o t ti s h C ou n tr y Da nc i n g ,
however, will live on for years to
come.
Here is a brief reprise of Roy
and Stan’s contributions to the
dance they loved so much.
Roy Goldring
In 2001, the RSCDS awarded
Roy Goldring the Scroll of Honor.
This is the citation that
accompanied the presentation,
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which can be found on the RSCDS
website:
“Roy has been a member of the
Leeds Branch since 1971, and has
served two spells on the committee
and four years as Chairman. In
addition, he has taught at all levels
of Branch classes since obtaining
his Teacher's Certificate in 1977.
Roy has also attended a variety of
day and weekend schools.

However, Roy's claim to fame is
as a deviser of a large number of
dances, many of which have
appeared in Society publications.
Many more have been published in
leaflet form, with the proceeds
often going to charities. The main
feature of Roy's dances is their
accessibility to dancers of all

Yes it is that time of the year
again, Argyle XXIV (24 for those of
us who are not citizens of Rome) is
almost here.
It is coming
November 9-11, and do we have a
great deal for you. This is your
opportunity to receive instruction in
Scottish country dancing from one
of the great teachers of our time.
That’s right, we are talking about
the incomparable Jessie Stuart,
coming to you all the way from
Scotland. Ms. Stuart has over 25
years of teaching experience on
three continents, and she will be
teaching at the Durant Center for
two days, and two days only. How

much would you pay for this
chance of a lifetime? $100? $500?
Well just for you, our special
RSCDS friends, we are offering this
unique, once in a lifetime
experience, for only $24.95 (plus
5¢).
But wait, that’s not all! In
addition to your class with Jessie
Stuart, we will throw in a second
class with the amazing Ellie Briscoe
absolutely free. That’s right, a class
with our very own Ellie Briscoe, a
veteran of Scottish country dance
teaching for more than 20 years (I
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Argyle Weekend Cont.

think she was 6 when she received
her
teaching
certificate)
at
absolutely no further cost to you.
We will even toss in Saturday
morning registration and warmups,
no extra charge.
But we’re not through yet! For
only $39.95 (plus 5¢), you can have
two nights of music, dancing, and
unrestrained revelry.
You read
right, for the low, low price of $40
you can enjoy the music of Waverly
Station (Liz Donaldson, David
Knight, and Ralph Gordon) at the
Friday Night Welcome Dance (8:30
pm at Trinity Presbyterian Church).
And since that’s not enough, you
will also thrill to the sounds Thistle
House (Dave Wiesler, David
Knight, and Dan Emery) on
Saturday night at the Argyle Ball
(Nov. 10, 8:00 pm again at Trinity
Presbyterian Church), and we will
even toss in the bagpipe music for
free.
But that is not enough you say?!
OK, how about a Saturday
afternoon ball review (1:30 pm at
the Durant Center). More? We’ll
give you a reception and Grand

March before the Argyle Ball. Still
not enough? How about a rockin’
afters party absolutely free. So, you
get two incredible Scottish country
dances dance classes taught by
Jessie Stuart and Ellie Briscoe, the
Friday Welcome Dance, the
Saturday afternoon ball review, the
reception and Grand March, the
Argyle Ball, and the afters party all
for just $71.95 (plus 5¢). And if you
act now, we will give you the entire
package for only $64.95 (plus 5¢).
And if you are a beginning dancer
or a full-time student we will slash
that price almost in half, for total of
only $34.95 (plus 5¢).
But there’s more! For only
$6.95 (plus 5¢) more you get not
one, but two classes with the
elegant and accomplished Ms.
Stuart. Oh yes, two classes! On
Sunday afternoon at the Durant
Center, you will be treated to a
Ceildih Dance and Old Tyme
Workshop like you have never
experienced before.
What about food you say?! Oh,
we have food. For just $5.95 (plus
5¢) you can enjoy a delicious lunch
at the Durant Center before the ball
review. But that’s not all. There
will also be a morning snack
provided at registration, and the
reception will feature light snacks
and various spirits. But there’s
more. For the dances and the afters
party you will have the rare
opportunity to sample the culinary
delights of your friends and fellowdancers. That’s right. This is your

chance to provide ready-to-serve
finger-food for the refreshment
tables that will astound your friends
and bring you praise and acclaim.
And this incredible opportunity is
brought to you at no extra charge
(reimbursement for shopping,
cooking, and transportation of
consumables not included). But if
that’s not enough, we will throw in
a Potluck brunch on Sunday at
10:30 am absolutely free.
That’s two incredible dances,
three unbelievable classes, two
delicious meals, numerous snacks
and social opportunities, and—if
you have the best snacks at the
refreshment table—one full year of
bragging rights for the low, low,
rock bottom price of $77.95 (plus
5¢), or $47.95 (plus 5¢) for
beginners and students.
You must act now! Argyle
weekend is coming fast! Don’t miss
this amazing opportunity! Go to
http://www.argyle-weekend.org/
for full details and contact Michelle
Ryan
(argyle@rscds-greatdc.org)
today! Then start getting ready for
Argyle XXV; our special 25th
anniversary edition of Argyle
Weekend! Come dance with us
today (or on Nov. 9-11, 2007)!

Wee Nibbles…
•

•
•

•

Richmond Christmas Dance December 15, 2007. Music by John Turner, fiddle and Dave Wiesler, Piano.
After the dance join the Richmond Group for “Soup and Sundaes!” For the dance program and cheat sheet,
visit http://scd-richmond.org/Christmas.html.
Don’t miss Burns Night in Charlottesville, Saturday, January 26, 2008! See http://www.avenue.org/mhscd/
events.html for details.
Some of you may have had a chance to enjoy Shoplifting Seagulls, a medley devised by Lee Fuell, about Sam
the shoplifting seagull from Aberdeen, for three couples and a bag of Doritos. To see a video of Sam and his
thieving ways, go to http://www.snopes.com/photos/animals/seagull.asp. For dance instructions, go to
http://blog.lib.umn.edu/ldfs/8x32/2007/10/090934.html.
I’d like to thank my unofficial photographers, Lee Fuell and Yvonne Yang for always sending me pictures of
the events; this newsletter would be so boring without you. If you would like your pictures in the newsletter,
just send me a link or an e-file of your dance pictures.
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this area include EH3 7AF, The
Minister on the Loch, The Reel
of the Royal Scotts, and Argyll
Strathspey (a standard on our very
own Argyle Ball program).
If you would like to leave your
condolences for Roy’s wife Doreen
and share your memories, the Leeds
Branch has set up a Condolence
Book on their website at http://
www.rscdsleeds.org.uk/RoyG.aspx
Stan
Hamilton
When
the
T o r o n t o
B r a n c h
announced the
passing
of
S t a n
Hamilton,
they had this
to
say:
“Dancers and
musicians owe
Stan a debt of

Goldring & Hamilton Cont.
abilities, and many teachers
throughout the world make use of
his dances in their teaching and
hold him in great respect. Roy's
dances have encouraged many to
"join the dance", and his sensitivity
to the music ensures their
continuing popularity”
On the Strathspey server, Roy
Goldring provided this discussion
of his process for devising dances:
“Ideas for devising dances began
to germinate in the early 1970s. By
good fortune, one of Roy’s teachers
at Summer School submitted "The
Cuillins of Skye" to the RSCDS
who decide to publish it.
Id e as f or d a nc e s o c c u r
erratically. Sometimes, it starts with
a thought about adapting an
existing figure (e.g. the last 16 bars
of the "Argyll Strathspey"). Several,
mainly
graded,
dances have come
about because of the
perceived shortage of
dances that employ
specific figures, for
example strathspey
poussette or tournee.
The link between
Rae bu r n’s
gr e at
painting of the
Reverend Robert
Walker and "The
Minister on the
Loch" is simply that
a
strathspey
poussette could be
the nearest dance
movement to skating.
Roy has admired the painting for
many years and the dance is a small
tribute to a lovely work. The dance
is also inscribed to Robert Mackay,
a fine musician and dancer.”
A complete list of Goldring’s
dances would be far too long for
this small space, but the Leeds
Branch maintains a web page
devoted to Roy Goldring at http://
www.rscdsleeds.org.uk/
RoyDances.aspx where a list may be
found. Just a few of the favorites in

use of traditional Scottish music. He
encouraged and influenced other
musicians, several of whom went
on to form their own bands
including Bobbie Frew, Don
Bartlett and Bobby Brown.
Stan and his band were regular
performers at most major events
and traveled many miles across
North America. Stan also played at
countless workshops and dances as
a solo pianist and
was active until he
suffered a stroke
which affected his
left hand. He
collaborated with
G e o r g e
Emmerson
on
many projects,
not least of which
was a highly
successful
lecture/workshop
series on Scottish
Country dance
music for dancer
a
n
d
musicians. This
collaboration had
a major influe nce on the
performance of Scottish Country
Dancing in North America.
He has an intuitive knowledge of
music and which tunes are
appropriate for specific dances. He
was generous with his time and
would often perform, taking no
payment, especially in the early days
when branches were just getting
started. His musical ability was
much admired by Miss Milligan
who would ask for his services at
teacher exams and workshops when
she visited North America.”
Condolences can be left for
Stan’s wife Ann at the website of
the Dods & McNair Funeral Home:
http://www.dodsandmcnair.com/
JamesHamilton.htm.

Roy
Roy Goldring
Goldring
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2007

gratitude
for decades
of inspired
a
n
d
inspiring
music.”
Although
Stan had
not played
for many
years,
he
will still be
s a d l y
missed by

Stan
Stan Hamilton
Hamilton
1929
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2007

his many fans.
On the RSCDS website, Elspeth
Gray wrote this tribute to Stan and
his music:
“Stan and his band played music
for dancing which inspired dancers
and musicians alike to pursue
Scottish Country Dancing, and his
music was a major factor in the
growth of SCD in North America
in the late 1950’s, 60’s and 70’s.
Through his knowledge, research
and arrangements he fostered the
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Want to know what’s happening? Read the EVENTS CALENDAR: http://www.rscdsgreaterdc.org/events.html

By Fred Eustis
“Tam saw an unco sight.
Warlocks and witches in a dance;
Nae cotillion brent new frae France,
But hornpipes, jigs, strathspeys and
reels
Put life and mettle in their heels”
Robert Burns: Tam O’Shanter

If like Tam O’Shanter, you find
yourself looking in the gymnasium
window of the Catonsville
Presbyterian Church on a Monday
evening, you will see hornpipes, jigs,
strathspeys and reels enlivening the
heels of the Baltimore Scottish
Country Dancers (BSCD). Not a
gathering of witches and warlocks,
but, a friendly group of Scottish
Country Dancers who have been
part of the Washington Branch of
the Royal Scottish Country Dance
Society for nearly 30 years. The
group includes librarians, health
care workers, teachers, students,
civil servants and entrepreneurs
who take time to enjoy each other
and the dance, to clear their minds
and refresh their spirits enjoying the

social dance of Scotland.
Although memories differ, the
popular opinion holds that it all
began with the 1976 Kirkin’ of the
Tartans the Emmanuel Episcopal
Church on the feast of St. Andrews.
Dancers from the Washington area
performed a demonstration in the
Great Hall at Emanuel Church. For
the next 2 years, teachers came
from Washington to teach a Basic
and Intermediate class in that Great
Hall. The first teachers were Susan
and Henry Beale, who had classes
as large as 90 people – 9 sets in a
class. The classes were taught by
David Gilliam, Edith O’Donnell,
Jeanne Rae McDougal, Liz
Donaldson, Betty Lee Barnes,
Anthony Swisher, Gordon Lattu,
Marjorie Franklin, and Elizabeth
Harper. The first class included,
Margaret MacLeod, Karen Duncan,
Freddie Moretti, Tom Bagg, and
Drusilla & Penn Jones, Nannie
Koppleman and David Yaffe.
In 1980, the Branch sponsored a
Candidate class. By April 1981
Freddie Moretti, Margaret
MacLeod, Karen Duncan, and Tom
Bagg had their preliminary passes.
The group had its
own teachers, and
continued to dance
in churches in and
around Baltimore.
The
1st
and
F r a n k l i n
Presbyterian
Church hosted the
group from 1978
to 1985. A brief
stay at St. John’s
Huntington, on
4

York road was punctuated by lost
car batteries, difficult acoustics, and
a less than sprung floor. In 1986,
the BSCD was invited to teach the
physical education class at The
College of Notre Dame in
Baltimore.
The problem of
providing academic evaluation and
interrupting the nuns’ meditation
eventually led to another move to
the Catonsville Presbyterian Church
in 1987.
These early classes
generally had 38 to 40 members.
When the BSCD left Notre Dame,
some of the students continued to
dance. One of the girls worked on
Barbara Maculsky’s first campaign
for the Senate. During this time the
Baltimore dancers enjoyed taking
part in the DC and Delaware Valley
events.
The 1982 newsletter describes
the first Spring Tea Dance. It
began during the Baltimore City
Fair in which local re-enactors
staged an attack by the Vikings on
the Celts at Rash Field in the Inner
Harbor. The group organized a tea
dance at the Church of the
Redeemer on the Sunday following
the Rash Field event in June 1982.
Baltimore has held the tea dance
every year since The 26th Baltimore
Spring Tea Dance will be held at
the Church of the Redeemer on
April 12, 2008. The event has
evolved from a small part in a citywide event to a Scottish Country
Dance celebration of spring with

have learned by teaching in
Stewart and Margaret offer two
Baltimore. The class tries to have
classes Saturday morning. Saturday
live music twice a month, to
afternoon is free for lunch,
support teachers’ experience of
shopping, sightseeing, and napping.
teaching with a musician, to help
After a dinner together (at the
develop more musicians who can
Sutter or the Lancaster Burns
teach for classes, and to enjoy the
Night) the group dances again for
joy of dancing to live music. In
as long as it takes.
Breakfast
recent years, we have also invited
together at the Sutter on Sunday
newer musicians to try their hand at
morning and everyone heads home,
providing music for class. When an
looking forward to class Monday
apprentice musician plays to
evening. The initial success of this
develop experience, we try to team
weekend has been repeated for a
them with an experienced teacher
total of six times. Participation has
and another musician. Several local
expanded over the years to include
musicians built their skills and
local Pennsylvania dancers from
confidence in Baltimore.
Harrisburg and Lancaster.
For the past 7 years BSCD has
Recently, the Baltimore Scottish
invited teachers from the Baltimore,
Country Dancers have coordinated
Washington and Pennsylvania area
with
the
to teach classes. Generally we ask
Lancaster “Red
that a teacher take a full month.
Rose
Scottish
This gives the teacher and the class
Country Dance
time to develop a theme or topic in
Society”
to
an organized way.
It also
combine
the
emphasizes our intention to learn
Baltimore Dance
the dance, not just dances.
Weekend with
The latest picture of the Baltimore Scottish Country Dancers:
The Management Committee of
the
Lancaster
David Yaffe, Abigail Kloetzli, Liesel Kloetzli, Helen Wilson, Doug Nelson, Ruth
Dou
g Ne lson, Chair , Don
Burns
Night
Nelson, Stewart MacLeod, Michelle Greiner, Carol Curtis, Belle Vasbinder, Sally
Robinson, Penney Bamford, Don Vasbinder, Jocelyn Taylor, Fred Eustis & Gus celebration.
Vasbinder, Treasurer, Sheila
Wilson.
MacCaw, Secretary, Ruth Nelson
T
h
e
Membership Secretary serves as
Baltimore dancers have taken
For many years the group
leadership for the Baltimore
seriously the need to help develop
gathered for an after-demo party at
Scottish Country Dancers. Our
teachers and musicians for the
Merle and Dorothy Waugh’s
newest dancers are Abigail Kloetzli,
dance. Whenever the Branch offers
cottage on Broom Creek. There
Liesel Kloetzli, who joined us this
a candidate class, the BSCD invites
was always plenty of food,
October.
the candidates to practice what they
interesting conversation and an
impromptu dance in the living
room. One of the last times we met
there we talked about how to go
about dancing on the pier without
dancing into the creek. The pier
was so narrow a set could just stand
on it. By the end of dinner, Stewart
had written “The Pier” which we
danced on the pier to music
selected and played by Ann Leslie.
Merle died this year. We miss him.
BSCD has continued to change
and grow in many ways. In 1996, as
Parade: 11 am, Old Town Alexandria
a celebration of its 20th year, it held
a get away - weekend workshop at
the General Sutter Inn in Lititz,
Pennsylvania. The locals call it the
Dance: 2 pm, Trinity Presbyterian
Sutter. The weekend usually starts
with a welcome dance Friday
Church, Arlington
evening followed by a ceilidh.
flowers as the main decoration.
Baltimore has offered
demonstrations of SCD to the
community for 26 years, beginning
with a small demo team organized
by Freddie Moretti in 1981. They
met at St. John’s Episcopal Church
in Ellicott City, doing demos at the
Baltimore City Fair, St. Andrews
Events, the Lake Liganore Country
Club, and one memorable demo at
the “Fairrie Festival” at a farm in
Pennsylvania that involved a dead
mole in the set. Another was
dancing for the reunion of the USS
Boston. The group continues to
offer demos in the Baltimore area,
and is a regular participant in the
Southern Maryland Celtic Festival.

Scottish Christmas Walk
Parade and Dance
Saturday, December 1, 2007
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